Holy Orders
Scripture References
Conferred by laying on of hands, gives grace.
Acts 6:6
They presented these men to the apostles who prayed and laid hands on them.
Acts 13:3
Then, completing their fasting and prayer, they laid hands on them and sent them off.
1 Timothy 4:14
Do not neglect the gift you have, which was conferred on you through the prophetic word with
the imposition of hands of the presbyterate.
2 Timothy 1:6
For this reason, I remind you to stir into flame the gift of God that you have through the
imposition of my hands.
Priests have authority in spiritual matters.
2 Chronicles 19:11
See now, Amariah is high priest over you in everything that pertains to the LORD, and Zebadiah,
son of Ishmael, is leader of the house of Judah in all that pertains to the king; and the Levites will
be your officials. Act firmly, and the LORD will be with the good."
Malachi 2:7
For the lips of the priest are to keep knowledge, and instruction is to be sought from his mouth,
because he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts.
Matthew 10:1
Then he summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits to drive
them out and to cure every disease and every illness.
Matthew 28:19-20
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age."
Luke 10:16
Whoever listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects me. And whoever rejects me
rejects the one who sent me."

Luke 22:19
Then he took the bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body,
which will be given for you; do this in memory of me."
John 20:21-23
(Jesus) said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." And
when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the holy Spirit. Whose
sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained."
Acts 20:28
Keep watch over yourselves and over the whole flock of which the holy Spirit has appointed you
overseers, in which you tend the church of God that he acquired with his own blood.
Holy Orders given to the celibate.
Matthew 19:12
Some are incapable of marriage because they were born so; some, because they were made so by
others; some, because they have renounced marriage for the sake of the kingdom of heaven.
Whoever can accept this ought to accept it."
1 Corinthians 4:14-16
I am writing you this not to shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved children. Even if you
should have countless guides to Christ, yet you do not have many fathers, for I became your
father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Therefore, I urge you, be imitators of me.
1 Corinthians 7:7-8
Indeed, I wish everyone to be as I am, but each has a particular gift from God, one of one kind
and one of another.
Some verses used to support Priestly celibacy.
Jeremiah 16:1-4
This message came to me from the LORD: Do not marry any woman; you shall not have sons or
daughters in this place, for thus says the LORD concerning the sons and daughters who will be
born in this place, the mothers who will give them birth, the fathers who will beget them in this
land: Of deadly disease they shall die. Unlamented and unburied they will lie like dung on the
ground. Sword and famine will make an end of them, and their corpses will become food for the
birds of the sky and the beasts of the field.
Matthew 19:12
Some are incapable of marriage because they were born so; some, because they were made so by
others; some, because they have renounced marriage for the sake of the kingdom of heaven.
Whoever can accept this ought to accept it."

1 Corinthians 7:8
Now to the unmarried and to widows, I say: it is a good thing for them to remain as they are, as I
do
1 Corinthians 7:32-35
I should like you to be free of anxieties. An unmarried man is anxious about the things of the
Lord, how he may please the Lord. But a married man is anxious about the things of the world,
how he may please his wife, and he is divided. An unmarried woman or a virgin is anxious about
the things of the Lord, so that she may be holy in both body and spirit. A married woman, on the
other hand, is anxious about the things of the world, how she may please her husband. I am
telling you this for your own benefit, not to impose a restraint upon you, but for the sake of
propriety and adherence to the Lord without distraction.

Call No Man Father? (Matthew 23:9)
Romans 4:16-17
For this reason, it depends on faith, so that it may be a gift, and the promise may be guaranteed
to all his descendants, not to those who only adhere to the law but to those who follow the faith
of Abraham, who is the father of all of us, as it is written, "I have made you father of many
nations." He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead
and calls into being what does not exist.
1 Corinthians 4:14-15
I am writing you this not to shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved children. Even if you
should have countless guides to Christ, yet you do not have many fathers, for I became your
father in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
Hebrews 12:7-9
Endure your trials as "discipline"; God treats you as sons. For what "son" is there whom his
father does not discipline? If you are without discipline, in which all have shared, you are not
sons but bastards. Besides this, we have had our earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected
them. Should we not (then) submit all the more to the Father of spirits and live?
1 John 2:13-14
I am writing to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I am writing to
you, young men, because you have conquered the evil one. I write to you, children, because you
know the Father. I write to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I
write to you, young men, because you are strong and the word of God remains in you, and you
have conquered the evil one.
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